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which i it was reccived, by a very numerous, 
and very reſpectable audience; more eſ- 
pecially, as it was by no means deſigned 
for ſo public an exhibition, and, conſequent- 
ly, would not admit of the embelliſhments 
that are generally expected in an entertains. 
ment of that kind. It was originally in- 
tended to be ſpoken only to the parents of 
his pupils, and in a private way: but ſo 
many obſtacles occurred to defeat that in- 
tention, and the perſons to whom the au- 
thor had promiſed to read it, were ſo 
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FEMALE EDUCATION. 


PART I. 


IH E benefits and advantages which re- 
ſult from a good education, are ſo con- 
feſſedly great and important, both to 
able and private happineſs, that mankind, in 
all ages, have thought it an object deſerving the 
higheſt regard and artention, as one of the 
principal ſources of the national welfare, fecu- 
rity, and glory, The univerſality of this opi- 
nion is a ſufficient proof of its truth. The 

variety of books which have been written to fa- 
cilitate the cultivation of the mind, and the im- 
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long acquired habit, and becauſe it requires an 
attention but ill ſuited to the natural iprightlt- 
neſs and levity of youth. _ 1 ) 
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| Nor will his care, in this article, end here. 
While he is eſtabliſhing x nr Körtecting a 
vicious modevof articulation; he ſhould, alſo, be 
particularly:cirefultowpvercome the” h ill 
habits) before Henttehed WH -aro HR only 
very ungraceful, but divert the mind d rhe 
hearer, - from the ſenſe of what is read. It can- 
not be employgd1upol{>twolgitiiftidpeHftions 
at the famc:time g anti- Abbe Wilftten 
ſexiquſſy ta a-neadergi which Tf d Ati Unha- 
turalqnotions, odqgtſtrulatiunspare for , . 
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Aruba it may appuh, c give Chiirxr Dia 
Juſt atteuhuion oo correct ia had dneNnnd, In- 
degds t gener ide ef the. labour ane alten- 

tion necciſary. cambhardij be concewedqpet x 

muſt. be dene before it can be expcłtetbcheicthe 

ſcholar ſhould make anj.confiderable qrefiviqxy 
in the art of reading; at leaſt, fo far as an ele- 


gant, Rami ö: .goncerneda. As is herefbre, 


che foundajos. of the art be profeſſſl uo roatbs it 
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ration of the manner in which whole ſentences 
ſhould, be, prgnognceg Er am hte comprehends 
the Rrepgrh,gngh moda lation: together with the 
imppore ent anf haf e Kr the ice, and 
the gature, and; uic ob Ahe pine N ſtops in 
reading nic 203 n9vib aud uten gl Ye 
0 1 bi ei 16dw' to. WN 202 mot 1 „ 
t wcharmemigs elo managed ꝙwiceg i is to 
ſublime delicate ſntiments, whabeücgande of 
drels 15:89 a ine perſos clit is at once an afnument 
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qualification that more ſtronglyrchataRer35es the 
genilewoman : there being generally to be ob- 


ſerygdids K0men wle have mot hadi lie benefit 
of ga gogch education, . valgarityibfuroNe, (as 
well:as r manner lof:\expreſſpigt chemfeb/&) that is 
very pP te > perfons:of: diſcernment; and 
whichindi-dbaho advantages of dre or polite 
deporimepty <arviconceal,' 540 41 „uo. 1808. 
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is called, oblige them to tawl ü in a pitch above 


5 O01 e 34 oll. 
the N voice 1 ( vn N 
» 2 416drnno» som {{rw onidio/1 


This auch mo fEzobfefö f bler Höhe ver in 
the educadiem of boys fan girls who ib ge- 
nerally fall. intofthe oppeſite error, Ur deleg 8 
too much balow'the 1 neceſfary pitch, to render the 
voice dh card? ſuffletently a⁰ ie; which 
indiſtinctheſs is alſo ar tile Umicdity 
and gelicagy naturaf toſthb ſex. Many of whom 
are apti do iſuppoſe; that it! '19-mafoutine to read 
loud enough. co be diſtinctiy heard from one end 
of a room · to che ther. Fhere are others, 
however, of more robuſt conſtitutions ani leſs 
delicate texture, whoſe, voices are harnfally 
ſtrong, ſometimes maſculine ; and theſe, under 
the influence, of bad inſtruction, read every thing 
in the ſame boiſterous manner, without feeling or 
delicacy. 5 PHefects ſo different, require different 
management. As the one is, by degree. d be 
raiſed to ſtrength, the other, i is ſo to be exardiled, 
as to be rendered capable of modulation, and 

brought to/ a due (gre 2%: paſs and: ſweet- 


nels." * | bo919ypnod 9d 11dss. © 
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heſitating, ſtammering, 6 mumbling Z ſpeak! ng 
thick, 


ad. 
thick, through the > noſe, or with the teeth ſhut, 
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may alſo be overcome by proper. gare and, atten- 
tion. N othing will more contribute to this end, 


next, 30e 6h6/acquiring d S dh anigulation,- than 


to prevent.ghe pupil from reading too fat. This 
is t. only the ſource of moſt of the before- 


mentioned defects; but of | another infinitely 
more, perpicigus ; namely, the: predluding the 
ming, from: attending re the ſenſe af what is 
reads; She, vho is my intent upon gerting ou 
of her mòôuth, with W 

the more c] of the words ſhe rehdsg cannot 
| pollibb>indafohd tie meaning "of them herſe If, 
nbi fender ic inellgible to Geher. To this" Bad 
cuſtom; perhaps, it may be owing; that" there 
atd to be found ſo many | Se e Wave ffent 
che greateſt part of 'their lives inf reading, and 
yer de to betray very few ſigns 'of living Cl 
_ elated the unden. „or improved the 
judgment. To correct This precipitance, the 
pupil Huld be obliged regularly to Obferve 
every ⸗Poifit or ſtop ſhe” Hees with in che*Eorſe 
of het reading, and to” give it its full Babe" Hl 
the habit be conquered, | 


To this ſheet carat liege denn. 
pfiaſis; and ef che tones aveefity"'to expfeft the 


ich; ſentiment 
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t pe ted to the eye, accordin 8 to the 
paſſion, or affection, it is intended to raiſe in the 
mind; and to this end, the reading of blaak 
verſe writers will contribute in the higheſt de- 
gree; both becauſe the language i is more imme- 
diately addreſſed to the paſſions than that of 
proſe, and becauſe it requires a degree of force 
and energy to expreſs it, of which the modeſt 
plainneſs of the latter will by no means admit. 
More attention muſt be exerted in the peruſal of 
ſuch authors, not only with reſpect to the utter- 
ance of the empbatical words, but alſo to the 
obſervance of the points or ſtops; without 
which, as theſe writers frequently uſe a paren- 
thetical mode of expreſſion, they would be ut- 


terly unintelligible. 


So much has been already faid concerning the 
neceſſity of a reader's being able to underſtand 
the /enſe of the author he reads, that there is no 
need of my entering upon the nature of empha- 
ſis, and the tones of voice neceſſary to expreſs 
the ſeveral emotions of the mind ; eſpecially as 
that ſubject is treated of in my Eſſay on the 
Art of Reading. Let it ſuffice to obſerve, that 


withour : a competent knowledge of theſe, no 
perſon 
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beſt were oTofemsyithencforg,tte-ihply an 


abſurdity, that children” ſhould, he taught the 
E rules 
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Co bark 


rules of writing n before ey have 

acquired any knowledge of che language 'itfelf, 
or that they ſnould be fuppoſed capahle of diſ- 
cerning the grammatita / Ai fferences af e words, 
while) they are totally at a doſs to expreſs; half of 


what. they; feel, or camprehend,...,for the ant 
of the words themſelves. Surely ; it ſhould ,ſeem 
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the moſt rational mode, to enable them to ac- 
quire à fock of words, before TT, are ta * 
the differences between them, and the ofde 
which, they, ought to be 7 placed rt. Wheen i 1 
mind is "well, ſtored with 3d deas as, And words by 
which to expreſs them, it wil with pleaſure, | 
endeavour 1 to, find. ſome fit, or agrecable mode of 
arranging /t chem. The ote"ideas we 'acquite, | 
the more. careful y We become | to mark their * dif 
ferences ; * and t to deliv ver them io, as to prevent. 


ett, s Fed. 


ambiguity or confuſion, in the minds of thoſe 
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to, whom we addreſs ourſelves, whether by 
ſpeech or vriting. ; r cannot help. thinking, 

therefore, that! it * uſeleſs labour, and a great 
binderance to knowledge, to burthen the 'mind 
and r memory with a fer of rules, before there 
can be any occaſion. for the uſe of them. I be⸗ 
lieve I may venture to aſſert, that khoſe who; are 
moſt famed for grammatical preciſion, are more 
indebted for it to their own. application to that 
ſtudy, 62 after they were well acquainted with 


language, 


98 
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language, than to the knowledge they had7ac- 
quired of-it during. the, time of their ein at 
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3 vould nar; 7 5 chough. to | con- 


denn the. teaching t 
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grammar, but only, has = I;conceiye, to be, che 


improper mode of doing it. It has been before 
obſerved, that children. are not taught, and 
many, for want of ſtrength of mind, are not 
able, to apply the rules laid down, to the ob 
jects for which they were given, If, for in- 
ſtance, their grammar informs them, that a noun 
ſubſtantive is the name of a thing, as houſe, horſe, 
man, &c. for want of having any conception 
of abfira#t qualities, or objects merely intellectual, 
if they apply the rule at all, it is only to mate- 
rial objects, or thoſe of ſenſe. Though they 
may have been brought to know, that Borſe is a 
ſu bſtantive, and white an adjective, they are ut- 
terly at a loſs to tell what part of ſpeech omni- 

preſence, or inſignificance is, till they turn to their 
dictionary; and even then, from being incapa- 
ble of making the diſtinction above - mentioned, 
cannot give a reaſon to juſtify them for ſo 
doing 
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TI could enlarge much on his NabjeAgavonld 
che time admit of it; bur as it will both L muſt 
content myſelf with explaining my own method, 

which] ſubmit to the conſideration of the judi- 
cious; and ſhall be happy to receive any kint of 
defect i in it, or improvement that may be made 
upon it: being well convinced, that it is far 
more noble to retract and forfake an error, 
than it is to perſiſt i in = even if the whole 
world ſhould | agree to "copntenance. and ſup- 

When, therefore, che pupil has acquired 
ſuch a ſtock of ideas, and words, as to be ca- 
pable of putting her thoughts on paper, on 
any little ſubject, ſne is led to the knowledge 
of the ſeveral ſorts of words that are neceſſary 
to form a diſcourſe: and this, not by obliging 
her to get any leſſons by rote, but by converſing 
with her on the ſubject, and pointing them, 
ſeyerally, out in their order; giving clear defi- 
nitions of each, and teaching her to compare 
them with the ſeveral parts of ſpeech, that are 
propoſed to her for a trial of her proficiency, 
from time to time; taking care to be aſ- 

Ted. by a variety of trials, that ſhe be well 
acquainted 


£ "T4 
acquainted with the firſt object propoſed to her 
_ conſideration, before we proceed to a ſecond. 
This attained, the conſtruction, poſition, and 
government of words, come next to be conſi- 
dered; and the rules given to her on each head, 


are illuſtrated and explained by the miſtakes that 
are found i in the themes or exerciſes ſhe writes in 


my abſence. By this method I have been en- 


abled to teach my ſcholars to write their own 


language with tolerable accuracy and preciſion. 
And that they may not be without reſource, 
ſhould they at any time wiſh to recover their 
knowledge of grammar, I have compiled a ſhort 
and compendious ſyſtem of the rules by which 
they have been inſtructed: and this they copy 
from my manuſcript, the better to impreſs it on 
the memory. f 


J muſt now requeſt the favour of a few mi- 


nutes reſpite; after which I ſhall proceed to ex- 

plain i in what manner the acquiſition of the art 

of reading is to be applied to the more general 
purpoſes of education. 
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oY the former part of this Lea ure,” 1 endes. 

voüfed to explain What ought | to 'be the 
principal objets of the maſter's : attention, in in | 
teaching the art of reading; and by what me- 
thods he ſhould proceed, to enable his ſcholar 
to attain the requiſite qualifications of a good 
reader, or to oyercome the habitual. defects ſhe 
may have acquired. It has been dev that to 


9 oO 


i, "that to o feel i it! we oo [066695 — — 
ly the language in which it is delivered, and 
the ſenſe or meaning of the writer. It muſt, 
therefore, be obvious on the flighteſt reflection, 
that the cultivation of the underſtanding and'the 
improvement of the judgment muſt precede, or, 
at leaſt, go hand in band, with every attempt to 
make the ſcholar a good e in tho ot ſenſe 


> 


of that term. Reine 


The conſideration of the means by which this 
is to be effected, will neceſſarily lead me to the 
end I propoſed to myſelf in this diſcourſe, viz. 

to 


[ 32 1 
to ſhew. how, and in what degree, the inflrugt 


ing young ladies in the practical knowledge of 


their own language, may be made ſubſervient to 
their improvement in religion and bine. 
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There are but tyo means by which knowledge 
is generally obtained, viz. by reading, and con- 
f verſation : theſe, therefore, if united, and pro- 


perly uſed, bid fair to effect every ching ne 
be expected from them. | | 


A 4 2 „ 
1 * Au 


| As, in order to eſtabliſh a Krim dee 
ſuch authors are to be made uſe of, who have 
Written in the moſt imple and unadorned ſtile; 
fo, in order to improve the underſtanding, ſuch 
books ſhould be firſt read, as treat of 2 5 
adapted to the capacity and age of the pupil; 


and which ſne may eaſily. be brought to com- 


prehend: and: afterwards; ſuch as riſe, by juſt 
degrees, to the moſt perfect ſpecies of compoſi- 
tion the language will afford. 
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7 8 no authors can be more proper for this 
purpoſe, than ſuch as treat of the knowledge of 
ourſelves, our various faculties, paſſions, and 
affections, the relation in which we ſtand to our 


Creator, Redeemer, and fellow- creatures; and, 
laſtly, 
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| Thats, objections muſt be 3 to have | 
lets though far from being unanſwerable. 
Mere they ſtrictly juſt, they would equally ap- 
ply to the acquiſition of any degree of know- 
ledge, during the time children are at ſchool. 
It muſt be owned, that to underſtand the lan- 
guage, or comprehend che ſentiments of ſuch 
authors, in any tolerable "deans, ſeems, at firſt 
view, and by the ordinary methods of in- 
ſtruction, much to exceed the bounds of proba- 
bility : (and if we were to conſider the art of 
teaching to read, as confined to the pronuncia- 
tion of mere words, utterly impoſſible :) But when 
we extend our idea of it, as comprehending the 
expreſſion of the paſſions by proper tones, and 
of the ſenſe by juſt emphaſes, the taſk appears 
fill more difficult and laborious ; and ſuch as 
will render every aſſiſtance neceſſary, that the 
mind can poſſibly receive in its firſt attempts 
to acquire knowledge. It will not, therefore, 
be ſufficient, barely to inſtru& the pupil in the 
knowledge of words only, but of the things fig- 
nified by them. Some general idea of the ſciences 
muſt be attained, to enable them to compre- 
hend the ſeveral figures, metaphors, ſimilies, 
and alluſions, that adorn the writings of our 


4 poets, 


43 ] 
poets, and are drawn from natural and experi- 
mental philoſophy. Nor is it poſſible, without 
ſome previous information, with reſpe& to the 
mind itſelf, and its various faculties, a young 

lady ſhould have ſuch a knowledge, even of the 
terms made uſe of by writers on moral, or theo- 
logical ſubjects, as will enable her to reap any 
great degree of inſtruction, much leſs delight, 
from the peruſal of them. 


Theſe, therefore, are to be ſupplied by 
other means than the bare exerciſe of reading. 


The reading books is, indeed, a great Help 
to knowledge; but of very little effect in im- 
proving the mind, if not aſſiſted by converſation. 
Dr. Young, in his Night Thoughts, has ſo 
beautifully expreſſed this ſentiment, that I can- 
not help quoting him, 5 


Haſt thou no friend to ſet thy mind abroach? 

Good ſenſe will ſtagnate; thoughts ſhut up, 
want air, | 

And ſpoil, like bales unopen'd to the ſun.— 

Thought in the mine, may come forth gold, 


or droſs; | 
6 When 


" 43 
| When coĩ n'd in word, we know ; its real worth 
Thought too, deliver d, is the more paoſſæſt, 
- caching, We learn, and giving, we retain 
The births of intellect; when dumb, forgot. 
Rude thought runs wild in contemplation's field, 
Con verſe, the menage, breaks i it to the bit 
Of due reſtraint,, and emulation's is, 
_ Gives graceful energy, by rivals aw'd. , 15 
*Tis converſe qualifies, * Hape, i 
As exercile for ſalutary reſt; | : 
By that untutor d, contemplation raves; WET 
And: zature's fool, by wi Wm's is nn 4 


2 as 2 8 3's FX.” 


My 9 IR will cally. recollee, wich bs 
much more facility they underſtand what paſſes 
in diſcourſe, than what is written, Words are 
but the mere carcaſe of a language, (if I may 
venture to uſe the expreſſion) the tone, look, 
and geſture, with which they are delivered, give 
life, vigour, and energy, and are the very ſoul 
and ſpirit of it. We ſhould much ſooner compre- 
hend the meanin g of an author, who ſhould 
converſe with us upon any ſubject, than if we 
were to read the ſame thoughts, even though he 
ſhould make uſe of the very words to expreſs 


his ideas 1 in writing, as he : would in converſation. 


. 2 2 2 $ 
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FE or this reaſon i it is, that inſtead of directing 


" my ſcholars to read a number of authors, for 
which the attention to the other parts of their 
education would not allow them ſufficient time, 
or that might have a tendency to give them 

higher notions, or a more extenſive knowledge 
of ſcience, than is ſuitable to, or becoming in, 
their ſex two afternoons in the week are ſet 
apart for the purpoſe of inſtructing them by 
converſation, and of applying, explaining, and 
enforcing what they have read; or of giving 
them ſuch information, as may be applicable to 
ſome other good purpoſe. At thele times, it is 
endeavoured * in the moſt perſpicuous - language, 
to give them every elegant and praiſe-worthy 
improvement, of which the female mind is ſuſ- 
Ceptible, requiring, as ĩt does, the moſt tender 
and delicate cultivation; and to ground them 
in the knowledge and principles of morality and 
religion. When morality is the ſubject, the ne- 
ceſſity of practiſing the duties of it, and the 
difference between theſe, and thoſe of religious 
obligation, are diſcuſſed in the moſt ample man- 


ner. When religion becomes an object of con- 
ſideration, the nature, end, and importance of 


di together with the difference between the na- 
3 ö tural 


vea 1 is explained to them in the 
amiliar language, and ſet in the ſtrongeſt 
nt ef view: But, above all, the obligations 
we are under to become intimately acquainted 
| with the ſeveral dutics it enjoins us, in order to 
4 right performance of them; and the ſource 
| from whence that knowledge is to be derived, is 
impreſſed upon their hearts and underſtandings, 
by every method that can poſſibly affect the one, 
or enlighten the other: nor, at ſuch times, is 18 
the mind forgot, nor the means by which it is 
furniſned with ideas, and the proper uſe and 
employment of its ſeveral faculties, from the act 
of ſimple perception, to that of reaſoning, and 
the determinations of the judgment. In Mart, 
no means are left untried, that may ſerve to 
implant juſt notions of the dignity and impor- 
tance of cultivating the faculties, and amending 
the — F 


1 hope ſhall not be miſunderſtood, when I talk 
of inſtructing my pupils in the ſciences, as if I 
endeavoured to render them female philoſophers. 
I am duly ſenfible what a pernicious effect it 
would have upon ſociety, were they to be accu- 

-rately {killed in ſuch branches of ſcience, as 
R would 


tary principles of each, as 


t 1 


would unavoidably take them olf . or ren- 
der them averſe to, thoſe domeſtic duties and 
employments, for which Heaven ſo evidently 
deſigned them... All I mean, is no more than 
to give them ſuch a knowledge of the elemen- 
may enable them to 

underſtand the authors they r read. 


8 3 know fo — of natural hiſ- 
tory, as not to be terrified. to a great degree at 
the noiſe of thunder; or to faint at the ſight of 
a harmleſs inſect, without being an adept in it. 
She may be ſo informed, as to acquire a tolera- 
ble idea of the heavenly ſyſtem, without any 
danger of employing herſelf 1 in telling fortunes, 
or calculating eclipſes: - but it 18 ſcarcely poſſi- 
ble for one ſo inſtructed, not to entertain more 
adequate and rational ideas of the majeſty, ex: 
cellence, and infinite power of her Creator; 

which will be of much greater ſervice to her, | 
than any knowledge ſhe could poſſibly acquire, 
were the time that 1s ſpent in this way, to be 
applied to any other purpoſes. „ 


It is to be obſerved, that no particular times | 
are ſet apart for the purpoſe of introducing or 
explaining 


C ſubje as The formaliey. 
= attending upon | tures of this kind, would 
create a liſtleflneſs and. diſregard. to the ſubjects 
to be diſcuſſed. Om the contrary, the opportu- 
nties ate ſeized, when their minds ſeem to be 
diſpoſed for the one; or the other; or as occa- 
ſion may invite the mention of them; nor are 
they continued longer than it is evidently agree- 
able to the pupils to hear them with attention. 
They are frequently requeſted to give their opi- 
nions upon any point, to diſſent from what may 
appear to contradict their own; and to put any 
ſuch queſtions, or propoſe any ſubject, upon 
Which they would wiſh to be informed. Nor 
is leſs care taken that their inattention, 18 
timidity, or the fear that a worſe opinion ſhould 
be entertained of them than they could wiſh, 
ſhould lead them to acquieſce in any opinion, or 
ſentiment, by declaring. that they do comprehend 
it when they do not. This would be fatal to 
the underſtanding boch. on the account of the 
| Indulgence it affords to the natural indolence of 
1 the mind, which does not, love the toil of think- | 


ing ; ; as well as by encouraging it to depend up- 
on the authority of others for the truth of the 
notions it entertains ; ; which ought. to be the 

reſult 


E mer dear undlerſtand the force of the ar- 
| guitner ;” or the propriety of the ſentiment pro- 
poled to them: but that there may be no poſi 
ble Jeciption in this caſe, as well as that they 
may de enabled to expreſs their thoughts on pa- 
per, with propriety, they are required to deliver 
their ſentiments 1 in writing, upon different themes 
or ſubjects. K. bels are adapted to their ſeveral 
ages at and capacities, : as nearly. as Poſſible, (tor 
| which purpoſes they are ranged into different 
claſſes) ang with thoſe things they moſt 
readily comprehend, and encreaſi ing the difficulty 
of the themes as they i improve, and riſe from 
claſs to claſs. The exerciſes are written every 
week, in the preſence of proper perſons, whoſe 
buſineſs and ſtrict charge it is, that they be nei- 
ther permitted the uſe of any books, while they 
are writing them; nor to aſſiſt each other in 
their compoſitions : when finiſhed, they are to 
be corrected, with reſpect to the inaccuracy of 
the language, impropriety of ſentiment, or the 
orthographical, or grammatical errors that may. 


be found in them; and theſe are ſeverally 
. pointed 


9 


£ 
; 
E 
Ss. 
. 


and. «pm in hich their id 


been arranged. If che ſentiment be otally falſe 
or the ſenſe of the theme has heen miſtaken, they 
are carefully ſet right. in both particulars, After 


the letters haye been corrected, they are deli- WD 


vered to a perſon, who. takes care of them till 
the pu pils go. home for the holidays, at Which | 


dme they are ſealed up, and ſent to their friends, =} 


that they may have an opportunity of tracing 
the improvements they have made, and of form- | 
ing ſome judgment of their induſtry, or inatten- 
tion, as well as of the method purſued for their 5 
clio. 8 8 


a 


11 am now come nearly to the concluſion of this 
lecture; which I am afraid has been thought rather 
too long: But the diffuſiveneſs of my ſubje&t 
would not admit of my further abridging it. I 
hope it has appeared to my audience, that it has 
for its object the good of ſociety. In youth, 
when the mind is moſt ſuſceptible of impreſſion, 


the greateſt care ſhould be taken to inculcate the 


principles of morality and religion; and when 
IS | the 
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rechen to o be done in pa when the paſſions, | 
2 vage th th he heart without check. or controul. —It 
7 cannot therefore be ilaudable, to attem pt to 
| eſtabliſh a reſtraint upon them, "that will, gra- 
ually, it is to be hoped, grow more and more 
ftrong, as the reaſon matures, and as the expe- 
5 rience of the world, at the ſame time that it brings 
| home to the woman, che truth of the maxims 


5 the learned while a gil, improves her under- 
x . and enables it to diſcern the reaſon- 


442. 


1 for a, ferics of Fears, have been permitted to ra- 


of her conduct. 


; P * F 
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i gad and loud complaints againſt the 
common methods of ſchool inſtruction, ſeem to 
invite a ſerious attention to a plan of this Kind. 
A plan, not founded upon ſpeculation, which 


however, ingenious and plauſible, might be lia- 


8 1441 


ble t to create fears of, and objections to, its prac- 
ticability; . but which has actually been reduced 
to practice, under different ſtages of im prove- 
ment, with ſucceſs, for near twenty years. I 
beg leave to obſerve, that it is not offered to 


the public as the moſt perfect that might be 
H 2 | formed, 
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carried to the preſent extent, or have ſeen the 


1 


couragement my limitted endeavours for the 
public: good have lately met with, 


Tight, but for the generous aſſiſtance and en- 


I am forry, however: to be obliged: to  fay, 
that but 700 little time is allotted for the Lad 


to malte ſuch a proficiency under my care, as 


dies 


they niight do, if they were to begin at a more 
early age. One, or two years, is a very hort 


ſpace to effect the great ends of furniſhing the 


mind with juſt ideas of moral and religious rec- 


titude; and of correcting the ill habits of think- 
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ing, 
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uation 
at all: and it often happens, chat when a lady thus 
Gtuated, has overcome "the Uifficulties f k ft 
attempt at improvement, and, beginning to per- 
| Ceive the advantages that lie before her, be- 
comes ſolicitous of attaining, them, ſhe is de- 
| prived of A courſe of nſtrutien, that, perhaps, 
the may never have time, or opportunity, to re- 


ſume. | 


| Children cannot too ſoon be taught to articu- 
late, and to acquire a juſt and elegant pronuncia- 
tion, (no contemptible accompliſhment) ſince, 
as has been already obſerved, almoſt all the ill 
habits of ſpeech are acquired in their very early 


* 


years: nor can the be too early initiated into 
the 


h 8 5 ** 3 * fled „ 
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22 9 et alte ſhould be pro properly CES —_ 5 
e oling | the elves :. ag, the prejudices, - 


a : 2 N and wrong modes of thinking, which, we. e 
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+ Tp -imbibe, ſtrengthen wich Age, a * 27 we 
he 1 leaſt care. ra part with. | hone: oh 
5. | | 2. OM 1 do not foreſee | any other ctitiioit that 1 may 


5 1 be made to the method recommended, except 
die following may be thought To; viz. Thar 
4 duch a courſe of education as has been pointed 
" | out, may be rather pre} udicial than otherwiſe, to 
= thoſe who are deſtined to move in an humble 
ſphere of life. To this it may be anſwered, that 


it is by no means deſigned to be extended indiſ- 


— 


* - efitiifarely to all ranks of perſons ; but only to 
. thoſe whoſe birth, or fortune, may render it 
eligible and neceſſary; or to ſuch as may here- 
after be concerned in the education of their own 
"ſex: and, certainly, there can be no impropriety 
in 
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educate a gen 


+ 
, 
t . 
p 
i 
ha y 
* 
a 
5 * 
- 
* 
* 
1 
- 
7 £ 
is 
* 4 
- 
+ 
* 
* 
- 
* 
> 
* 
1 1 ; 
\ 
- 
” . * 
" 2 
- 
* £ a 


. 
* 


Fat 
2 we 
3 fe 
. ag 


